144   JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO NAZARETH.
on our arrival here at Nassara *, we learned that
it was impossible to proceed by it without a
caravan or a large military escort; and the
recent robbery of nearly fifty mules, and the
murder of four of their drivers, was adduced in
proof thereof.
As we were now one day advanced on our
way, it was recommended to us by the friars here,
whose constant journies in the neighbourhood
gave them great local knowledge, to attempt
the road by Galilee and the Tiberiad, as either
of the ways of Samaria would occupy a day
longer than this. It was added, that the death
of the Pasha of Damascus, and the designs of
Suliman, being now generally known among the
peasantry, insubordination was beginning every
where to shew itself, under the idea that the
soldiery were too much occupied to be sent in
search of offenders, and that in the general
ferment a few murders or robberies would be
overlooked and go unpunished, if not un-
detected.
While the mules were taking their morning
food, and some little preparations were making
by the friars for our comfort on the journey, I
profited by the moment of leisure which it
* This is the pronunciation which the inhabitants them-
selves give the name of .their town,